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The significance of the great meeting of the Anti-Poverty Society
at Chickering Hall is the marriage again of what too long have been
severed—the union of a religious sentiment with the aspiration for
social reform: of the hope of heaven with the hope of banishing
want and suffering from the earth	
The simple words, "Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven/' as they fell from the lips of a Christian
priest who proclaims the common Fatherhood of God and the com-
mon brotherhood of man; who points to the widespread poverty
and suffering, not as in accordance with God's will but in defiance
of God's order, and who appeals to the love of God and the hope
of heaven, not to make men submissive of social injustice which
brings want and misery, but to urge them to the duty of sweeping
away the injustice—have in them the power with which Christianity
conquers the world.20
On the following Sunday the Anti-Poverty Society met in the
Academy of Music with Henry George as the chief speaker. The
attendance was heavy, with many enrolling as members. Denun-
ciation and ridicule meted out by the press only served to adver-
tise the weekly gatherings (for the Society now met every
week) and to stimulate the growth of the audience.
Early in May, Archbishop Corrigan informed Father Me-
Glynn that he had been summoned to Rome and that he had
forty days to comply or be excommunicated McGlynn stoutly
refused, citing liis former reasons. A giant parade (estimated at
•upward of 75,000) composed mostly of Catholic workingmen
was held in protest at the order.21
Forty days later, on July 3, the church he had served for
twenty-five years excommunicated Father Edward McGlynn.
Nor was this all. Other priests who had sympathized publicly
with him were shifted to other parishes or demoted. Archbishop
Corrigan went so far as to deny burial in Catholic cemeteries to
two persons who liad attended the Anti-Poverty Society meet-
ings.
In the meantime Henry George maintained his active interest
in politics. On August 17, a New York state convention of the
United Labor party, organized in the winter of 1886-87, was
held in Syracuse. TTie Socialists, who had supported George
and his platform the year before, now tried to swing the party
in their direction. Just as in England George had refused to
accept the socialistic dictum of state regulation, so now in Amer-

